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. PRESENT WAR, &c. 
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| Fon this addreſs to the public I offer no apology, 
In critical times it is the duty of every man to exert 
his influence for the public good. The unanimity of | 
Parliament, which I'confider as the voice of the peo- 
ple, convinces me that the part I have taken in this 
pamphlet is eongenial to the public opinion; and that, 
though the agents of ſedition and diſaffection are not 
idle; the ſpirit of the nation will defeat their machi- 
nations, and render every attempt to ſeduce us into ; 
their views, as futile and abortive, as they are obvie 


ouſly reaſonable and wicked, Pb ee 


F —— — 
» 


= 


14 


Tux war in which ve are engaged, is, on our part. 
equally neceſſary and juſt. Into this conteſt we did 


not raſhly obtrude ourſclves, — we were forced into | 
it by the violence and madneſs of our enemies. If 
ever there was a juſt occaſion of hoſtility ; if ever na- 
tion was properly called upon to defend itſelf, that oc- | 


| cafion i is preſented in the preſent criſis; and this coun- 
try is called upon, by our regard to life and property, 


our conſideration. for poſterity, and by every thing 
that can be dear to us as citizens or as men, to aſſert 


its liberties ; to vindicate its independence. to guard 
the inviolability of its conſtitution; and reſolutely to 


defend itſelf by repelling and humbling the aggreſ- 


- . 
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- By ſome, who affect to conſider this ſubject in a 


religious point of view, we have becn told that all 

wars are unlawful ;- that chriſtianity admits: of no 
uch thing; and that there can be no inſtance, in 
which a nation can take up arms, without violating 


and oppoſing the chriſtian ſyſtem. But what is af 
1 without proof may without ceremony be de- 
nied. We know that the Creator did not ſend: us 


into the world for Legs of mutual ſlaughter and 
deſtruction. 


— 


4 O | | 
« 5) 
A0 It is Sa that war is frequently Wa- 
„ ged from ambition and thirſt of conqueſt, and from 2 
| -variety of. finiſter and unrighteous motives. But will 
it therefore follow that in war there can be no ſuch 
thing as a proper motive; and that a nation has nat 
-a natural right to vindicate its conſtitutional liberties 
: from the encroachments of deſperate and-ambitiays 
- neighbours ? ? A war of ſelf. defence, which is cer. 
tainly the character of the preſent, may be entered 
upon on preciſely the ſame principles that a man may 
defend his houſe en the:rohber . enters it at 
| . eee e ee Wilkes by erer 


- FT 


Non does chrif nity: —_— the JoAtrine. He 
who ſaid, they that uſe the ſword: ſhall periſh by 


the ſword,” ſaid alſo, © he that hath no ſword, let 


him ſell his garment and buy one.“ And I ſhould 
5 ſuppoſe, that he who might. purchaſe | a ſword, might 
alſo, on the ſame, principles and by the ſame, autho- 
rity, lawfully uſe it. As theſe two paſſages, ſeem. at 


_ firſt ſight; to be in direct oppoſition to each other, the 


faireſt mode of conſtruction will be, to put them to- 


gether, and take the middle point between them: 


£53 


the one band, it is dangerous to love 2. 
ſo; on the other, occaſions may ariſe, in which it will 
be nevertheleſs lawful to defend ourſelves. © To this 
truth reaſon bears its teſtimony as well as revelation : 
and under the influence of this conviction, 1 ſhould 
make no ſcruple. to treat the idea, that all wars are 


eg d as a wild and fanatic dream. e e r 
4 "1 33 1657 edu renn 


9 renee: Er fufcher be obſerved, that the interference- 
of this "country in the preſent conteſt, did by no 
means originate in any diſpoſition to direct the 
internal polity of France, whether republican or 
monarchical. That for ſuch a nation the republican 
orm was of all others the moſt abſurd utterly! in- 

| pongreous with the ſpitit aud genius of the peoples - 

” with the' body of their laws and with the form of 
heir original conſtitution; with their cuſtoms and 
lbs; and L WIH add too, with the ſtate of morals 
im that unbappy country, is obvious. Shocking 
"Mankind Wiek the moſt violent convulſions, they 
Have - changed in an inſtant from high monarchy. to 
1 Hig repoblicaniſin, They would imitate the ancient 
gorefnment of Rome without a fingle particle _ 


Lge Virtue, wa 158 wut the Wr N17 50 
5 . 


Wn 25 5 

5 5 or nel decide : & aa bs 5 

which, except indeed 1 in the ſolitary inſtances of Ne- . 

5 ro, or Caligula, or ſuch characters, it would be ut- 

By terly i in vain to ſearch. French republicaniſm affeQ- N 
ing the dignity of the Roman character, is juſt = 

ridiculous as if an ape Mould mimick the gravity of 


e . 


e h Wc ſyſtem might be, or, (if the 

Engliſh republicans chuſe rather) however digniſied RT 

and ſublime, in this inſtance they are mere mimicka 
_ and" imitators. The invention was not their own. 14.2 
The Duke of Sully informs us of a whimſical French» 

man in his time, whom Henry had appointed gover - 
nor of Picardy; and who from frequently reading 

the Roman hiſtory, had conceived a ſtrange fancy of 
uniting the provinces of France in one great repubs 
lä, after the model of ancient Rome, of which Paris 
ſhould be the head. But, ſays this great ſtateſman, | 

had Briſac deſcended ever ſo little from theſe lofty 
ideas to an attention to particular circumſtances; | 
which in the greateſt deſigns, it is neceflary to have 
ſome regard to; he would have perceived, that à 
— however 1 imagined, may, 1 the na- 


3694 
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ture of the obſtacles that 'oppoſe it, by the diffe- 


rence of genius and character in the people, by 
the force of thoſe laws they have adopted, and by 


long cuſtom, which, as it were, ſtamps a ſeal upon 


them, become alike chimerical and impracticable. 


TIIX onNLY AND LONG EXPERIENCE CAN BRING | 


| REMEDIES TO THE DEFECTS IN THE cus rous of 


A STATE, WHOSZ FORM 15 ALREADY DETERMINED: - 


AND' THIS OUGHT ALWAYS TO BE ATTEMPTED WITH 
AN EYE To 1TS dee CONSTITYTION.” 1 


1 
"7 t- 8 þ 


* 


80 far the Duke of Silly. But the relaibve ſitu⸗ 


ations and circumſtances of things are ſubje&s be. 
neath the attention of the Jacobins. They choſe 


rather to plunge deſperately forward without fear or 
 thame; and the c conſequence is, that they have 


ehoſen preciſely that ſyſtem which was uioſt con- 


trary to the genius and character of their nation. 
But however abſurdly they have conducted thems - 


kelves, f it was never meant by this nation to interfere 


in their internal police. We took it for granted = 


they had ſufficient authority, if they could agree in 
the execution "of 1 it to n ron regulpte their own 


% 


e ee YET CPR 1500 ETAL ee, e 


- + SvLLY's Menoins, Quarto Edition, page 288, 


: Paiendenn At the commencement of the Revota- 
tion, there were few among us who did not wiſts | 


them ſucceſs. For we hoped that it would be ac- 


5 compliſhed without blood; or, if that was too much 
to expect, with an expence of life infinitely leſs than 
has attended it. But we were not ſufficiently appriz- 


ed of the true character of theſe Barbarians. It was 
_ conceived here, that among. a people, who had ſo 
long ſet up for models of elegance and refinement, 


| who had before their EYES the experience of ſo many 


ceaturies, the-danger of violent innovation, and the 
| advantages and defects of every form of government, 


8 temperate reform, founded on the baſis of their ori- 


: ginal conſiitution, would have been conſidered as 
| their great object. And it was expected that they 


would have proſecuted that object, with zeal and per- | 
7 leverance, indeed, but, at the ſame time, with mild- | 


neſs and equanimity. But theſe hopes were preſently 


diſappointed! And what miſt have been the conſter- 


nation of Europe, when it was found that they went 
to the accompliſhment of their purpoſe by the moſt 


deſperate means that folly and cruelty could ſuggeſt! [ 
With what emotions of horror and indignation would 
it ** heard, chat its princes were threatened with | 


„„ deſtruRtion, 


deſtruction, its provinces. with deſolation, and its 
| reſpective eee n — and d annihi- 
lation. \ 54 0 * , | 0 ' ; 


Bur we have lived to fee what we never expected; 
and what, in the cloſe of the eighteenth century, we 
had fondly hoped impoſſible. We have feen in Paris 
a King and a Queen, the deſcendant of the Immortal 
Henry, and the daughter of Maria Tereſa, dragged 
like. criminals to their capital, amidſt the threats of 
demons in the form of women, and the execrations 
of their ſavage ſubjects; lingering out a painful pe- 
riod in captivity, and in hourly expectation of being | 
torn in pieces; and finally facrificed by murderers | 
ahd aſſaſſins. We have ſeen one of the fineſt coun- 
ties i in the world converted into one complicated 
ſcene of miſery and blood. Pity has been proclaimed 
a crime, and mercy declared the fignal of diſaffection. 
We hare heard of barbarities without a parallel and 
without bounds. We have contemplated a new 8 
| monſter among the ſyſtems of the world; a nation 
whoſe prime rule of finance is univerſal plunder; 


where they govern by the executioner and where 


their brutal ſyſtem is ſupported by no principle but 
Woe” and ee, i ; 
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Ir is not now my intention, to confider the hor- 


rible aſpect of the French Revolution in contraſt wit Ty 


that of the laſt century, or even with the monarchi- 
cal Revolution in Sweden, or the Republican one of 
America. They are all as different from the former 


as light from darkneſs. But it will be proper to rea. 


mark, that there are ſome among us, wha very grave. 
ly propoſe theſe ſavages as examples to Engliſhmen * : 
have heard it ſaid, that they are a century before us 
in cioilization, and the ſcience of government! Bur 

ſuch language proves norhing more, than that thelo, 
ute obſerers are the enemics of their ee ih. 


Pg 


Tars is of inferiority i is eaſily ada I6 
is the miſerable cant of turbulent and diſaffected 
men; of men, who would firſt convince. us how 
greatly we ate inferior to the French; and' would 
thence infer, that this pretended inferiority is the na- 
tural effect of our conſtitution, and of certain defecta 5 
which they perceive in the government. of the coun⸗ 
a But the aſſertion is falſe, as it is malicious. No 
man ſhall perſuade me, that in arts or arms, in any 
uſeful or ornamental ſcience, this nation is deficient. 
There is not a well informed man in France, who be. bz 
lieves 


j 


Fee” 
"5 


(1) 


ieves 3; -Anizccompliſacd Engliſhman | is acre ibs 

15 Reſt of human characters. In philoſophy. and ge: 

| heral ſcience, in whatever is eſteemed moſt valuable 
ant important, this nation has never been excceds 
ed: and the labours of our countrymen have con- | 
tributed, much more than. thoſe of any other peo- 
ple, to carry every thing to its preſent ſtate of im. 
+ | provement and perfection. As for the excellence 
of our conſtitution, till the epidemic phrenzy on the 
E: continent, few. ventured to call it in queſtion. ole i is 
© Afufficient to ſay, that to it we are indebted for a ſtate | 
ol happineſs and ſecurity, which bas excited the 
BD blackeſt eur, and the moſt inveterate malice of our 
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Aer x may v polibl be told, th «diſtinguiſhed. tr trait -—=H 
| benevolence in the French rulers, that they bave cars 
Hed their humanity ſo far, as even to allow maſters to 
attend the children of Engliſhmen, vho either being 

confined as priſoners of war, or having reſidedformers | 7 

17 in France, are detainedi in that country. But is not 

this benevolence to be ſuſpected? Is it not highly and 

; ſhamefully inſidious ? ? W e know that all teachers are 

9 ny —_— the emiſſaries of the Convention: 
1 | | | . 9 


* 


cn Th 

bey ink expreſs- orders to. 5225 pech 
to make every ſchool and every ſcene of their tuitioſ 
whether public or private, a ſchool of democratic po. 
| Htics ; and tb impreſs their monſtrous and diſpaiſting 
19 principles wherever their influence may Extend By 
- this means they particularly-hope'to. poiſon the mind 
of every young Engliſhman ; and by preparing hing 
on his return to England, for the propagation of 
anarchy and confuſion, to difemi te treaſon and re- 
bellion over every part of the Britiſ domiionsq 
This we know to be the fact. And as this is the caſe; 
Far perfuaded that no man who 'wiſhe: well to his 
country, will give any praiſe to ſo diſhonourable 4 
condud᷑; or dignify it, as ſome have moſt ridiculouſſy 
done, with the epithets of noble, and generous, and 
difintereſted! The pretended kindnefs of an enemy 
is even more dangerous than "avowed" hoſtilſty : 

By enlightening, as they call it, our young people: 
they hope the more eee under mine au 
ae eee oF” nd el Jo Was! 921 | /. 
2 ae dessen Slionivq.  - 

L — among other fubjects of paneg m 
(for ſome people are nt yer weary of celebrating es 
praiſes of the Oonventiof ) cliat we Mall hearitöbsot 


FI! 


l | 8 | that 


| e 0 there ean be no en doubt. But 


— 


eu) 


_—_ colour in the French colonies. Oftthe j 5 


for this edict we will not waſte our pr 


; 1901022 The thing was certainly right: but the 


le was wrong. They did it, not becauſe they 


| 3 it morally juſt: but becauſe they deemed 
it a grand political ſtroke, and calculated for the 


"reſent moment. They imagined it. would tend in 


ras to take off the odium which their 
onſtrous conduct had excited in the breaſt of all 
Farope z ne agua in the public eſtimation, 
wer rary arity. In a word, they judged it 


eie the giddy exdoneetofingpatref an- 


kind to believe, chat they are, what they would af. 


fe@ to be, the true friends of liberty; and that in 


0 decree, faid 1 
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proportion as it exalted them, it would tend to de» 
Poecinte the charakter of the combined powers, and 
particularly of this country. To ſhew that their 
Principle in this buſineſs was merely and moſt ſelf 

i political, we need an remark-what was ſaid | 


cu 3 


fake of juſtice, was no — They bad 
no concern for che happineſs either of the people of 
colour in the American iſlands, or of their own peo - 
ple at home. Their ſyſtem is plunder; and with 
them government is but another word for oppreſſion. 
Their plan is to ſet fire to the four corners of the 

world; and to take . of the general havock. 


Warn in of their Orang at erden FR ; 
the ſlaves at liberty, and put arms into their hands, 

he made them ſwear they would never lay them 
_ down till all kings were exterminated ! This is the 
hinge upon which their conduct turns. The point at 
vrhich they aim is to throw all governments into con- 
res to ſubvert all order, and to overturn the 
thrones of kings, becauſe they ſuſpect they can have 

no hope of ſucceſs but upon this principle; and be» 
_ cauſe. they perceive that ſo long as the people of 

Zurope can maintain their reſpective forms of go 

vernment, and preſerve in the public mind a regard 
for thoſe forms of civil and eccleſiaſtical polity which, 
they have derived from their. anceſtors, their own 
ſyſtem of tyranny, the moſt egregious that eyer the 


world ſaw, is in danger. The powers of Europe muſt 
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ble Cle, feel a oo mmor . in combining 
— —— cho clay feer of haut 
deteſtable image; Which, in defiance of reaſon and re- 


ligion' and every good principle, they have impiouſſy 


diſtant, when every man of ſenſe and integrity itt 
this matter in the ſame point of 


view; when the conduct of thoſe Jacobin rulers 


will have excited ſo univerfal an abhorrence, that 
every government on earth. ſhall- combine to hurl 
tbem from their ſeats; and when the very name as 
| well as the form of republicaniſm ſhall be ſo abſos 
| Indy annihilated in France, that not a ſingle trace of 
i ſhall remain; and no man ſhall be able to point 
ii e kts Os and _ * This i is ebene 
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55 1 nr the mann in be ene if, n 


leon that the Convention in the abolition of flaveryy 
were influenced by ſiniſter and unworthy motives, F 
_ offer ſome obfervations on our own conduct in this 


/ buſineſs, This is a meafure;” which has been often 


_ propoſed, and moſt ably ſupported by almoſt the 
whole virtue and ability of the nation. Ttis @ ſubje@ - 


e to treat he 4 — views is to treat unwors 


1 N | | ; | I 
l 11 7 
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0 * 5 
any. It is a mere queſtion of equity and natiiral 
_ Juſtice; and if any man can anſwer the queſtions 
whether a man may rob, or commit murder, and 
yet act in conſiſteney with the laws of equity and na- 
tural juſtice, he will at onee have a full anſwer to the 
enquiry whether negro-ſlavery be equitable and juſt; 
Adecreeofthe ſtate can never ſanction a manifeſt in- 
juſtice; for no country can have any authority for 
| violating: the eternal laws of equity and morality z and 
for this reaſon, though the laws of the land are not 
yet repealed by which this infamous commerce is 
permitted, the trade itſelf is no leſs cruel and unjuſt, 
And every man who can either feel or reaſon with. 
out an improper bias, will never ceaſe both publicly 
5 and nn to . ths 2 1 e e 
* Ir is kouever but too true, that a narrow and moſt 
flagitious policy frequently enters into the diſcuſſion 
of this queſtion. The ſlave importer will conſider it 
28 perfectly expedient and juſt, becauſe by this means 
de is enriching himſelf, T he planter. will equally 
approve it; becauſe he judges'it neceſſaty to his con. 
ſequence, as a land holder in a country where hard- 


3 can Trarcely be performed. but * negroes; 
m7 - and 


.* poſſibly, be ſtruck out, more adyantageous upon 


n) 


and de he * there is no n nin 
which. he.can ſo. profitably cultivate his eſtates. And 
dhe mortgagee in this country, who has ſums ſecur, 
ed at heavy intereſt on eſtates in the Weſt Indies, 
will be equally againſt an abolition of flavery, becaul 
he bas been taught to judge that in no other way, 
khan through the medium of negro flavery can the 
_ planters ſo rapidly, increaſe in wealth and conſe» 
| quently that it is only on this principle that he can 8 
_ e intereſt to be n * . 
Irie poſſible ec e f 11 
equitable and honourable commerce with Africa mas 


the whole to this country; and I believe ſuch a 
commerce has already commenced. It is not impoſ- 
fible that ways may be deviſed in which 2 planter 
may cultivate his eſtate at a leſs expence than by the 
purchaſe, of ſlaves ;, And if both theſe things may be 
done, it will then follow that the mortgagee in Bri- 
tain way find his money at leaft equally ſecure as in 
| n ns: n for bee | 


Bur this mode deere the bubugk, © every 
+61, 1 | con- 


| Sy 

— and good man muſt depreeate. Ae. 
cording to this mode of diſcuſſion, there is no rule 
of judging of the propriety or impropriety of any 
thing dut by the paltry deciſions of the day book 
and the ledger! The only mode of deeifion is profit 
ond loſs! And, according to this plan, if we can on- 
iy make it turn to a pecuniary account, we have a. i 
right to go where we pleaſe; to knock the natives 
dn the head or ſteal them away, as we think moſt 


conducive to our intereſt; and the only reaſon to be 


| aſſigned for it is, that this is a commercial country; 
and that trade muſt be encouraged! This, in few 


words, is the language of the defenders of flayery 3 
the ſtrong hold of oppreſſion; the ſum and ſubſtance 


_ ofthe eee, that have hitherto appeared in its 


We 
1 1 


* ain what right we preſume thus to violate the 
law of God and the liberties of mankind; to break 


through every principle of equity and juftice ; to do 


to others as we would not they ſhould'do'to us; and 
to make our apparent intereſt our only rule of con- 
duct, has not yet appeared. This is the language, 


_ a great and * people, but of * 


(wo). 
ceaneers; and in no other light can the- con · 
ductors of this ſhocking commerce be regarded. 1 


take it for granted, therefore, that the rulers in 


France have, in this inſtanee, done right, though 
from wrong motives; and that the legiſlature of this 


country will do wiſely, in following an example, which 


they once had an opportunity of ſetting. An opportus | 
nity, which now can never return! And which, had 
it been ſeized when it preſented. itſelf, might 
have had à good effect on all Europe, as well as a. 
Frica and America; and might have helped to con» 
vince the world, that the moſt free and happy. pea» 
| coal "= h. ire the moſt * and berarolgnt. v7 
eh AM afraid i hv 8 in in eg 
have had a diſaſtrous influence on this huſineſs. 
Some of our politicians have certainly connected in 
their ideas, what ought never to have been connected. 
They hare united that wild phrenzy which in France 
is dignified with the name of the love of liberty, with 
the emancipation of the Africans. ' Theclaimofliberty 
In favour of the blacks they haFe confounded with 
the mad abſurdities of French republicaniſm : and 
| they have feared, that to grant liberty to the Daves, 
* . N 22 


_ 

or even to prohibit their future importation-into-the 
| Colonies, would tend to ſtrengthen the hands of re. 
bellion in that unfortunate nation, and to encourage 
the — and ee in * countries. 

ort in a caſe wh e were © aftaid 2 
Ae to be apprehended. The liberty ſolici- 
ted for the ſlaves in America, and the wild rage of 
French politics are as different as light and darkneſs, | 
It is not the intereſt of this country, or of any of the 
powers at war with France, to affect to conſider them 
as having the remoteſt connection. If any of the pre- 
ſent revilers of government in this country; > if any 
unprincipled diſciple of Paine, or of any other enemy 
of Britain pretends to unite them, the fault, I am 
perſuaded, is rather in his heart than his head. He 
has no conception that they are at all connected. 
But as he perceives that the confuſion of Democras 
tic politics requires every adyentitious aid, and may | 
derive ſame ſupport. from, the idea, that there is no 
Aifference between the ſubjects of kings and the 


S 


Aaves of planters, he ſeizes the occaſion; and by 


| dlending the one with the other: would perſuade the 


ſubjects of every good and well ordered goyernment, 


4 4s 
| that ey are all flavet. That this is — 
el the caſe, is evident; and that the friends of f. 
_ very have made ſufficient aſe. of this ſophiſm # have 
no doabt. But if any leading political characters 
have been the dupes of ſo ſhallow an artifice, and, 
| either in the queſtion'of the abolition of ſlavery, or 
nu any othernational queſtion, have been induced to 
nian to the fide of injuſtice, they have certainly fuf: 
fered themſelves too caſily to be impoſed upon, and 
kive been evidently influenced by moſt pitiful and 
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Ir is eee Anne bor me ad 
wwentes of the fave trade, that the arguments they 
 Eiviploy in it's vindication, may bæ ſeverely ietorted; 
, i fa, make direktiy againſt them. One ef 
dete is, that they are miſcrable in their own country; 
| that many of them live there in a ſtate of captivity 3 
Mar for witchcraft and a variety of real or reputed 
 Erimnes, they are conſtantly liable to be put to death; 
mat they frequently make war upon each other, and 
_ that the priſoners, were they not purchaſed for the 
| Minds; would be inhumanly butchered. © But if ſach 


7 Bike e fats of um- Aries, why not ends: | 
| . 


f I 12 7 
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„aur to meliotite. their condition. by nen 
more humane and enlightened policy, by trading vn 
them on juſt and honourable terms, and by gradually 
iaſtructing them in the uſeful arts and in the more 
liberal ſentiments and principles of Europe ? Inſtead 
a aha] That they pawn tw | 
in Africa, you place them in a ſimilar or rather in a 
much worſe ſituation in the Weſt Indies. Leſt they 
mould be murdered in their own country, you expoſe 
thouſands of them every year to inevitable deſtruction 
W 2 hundreds Way in a I flavey 


of ated on ah © 1 e, the, 164g arg 
left to ſpend a ſhort, indeed, but miſerable exiſtence 

| under the laſh. of an unrelenting driver and the fterg, 

| rule of worſe than Egyptian taſk-maſters! The deal: 
ers in ſlaves muſt certainly have a morality of their 

own. I know perfectly that of two evils we are to 
cChuſe the leaſt. But I ſhould ſuppoſe the proverly 
| means, of two evils of which. one or the other j is ner 
ceſſary and inevitable. This is as far as we can 
go: but by what rule of reaſon, or morality, ar 
 Jultice, or ay, good principle, it may be preſume | 
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„„ 
en lat we are juſtified in rooitunitting crimes to 
prevent the commiſſion of ſimilar or inferior 


erimes in another country and by another people, 
I am utterly at a loſs to conjecture. But this is the 
| logic of flave-holders and flaye-importers z the mi. 


ſerable chicanery of men who deal in human bloods 


and who, ſtill boaſting of their benevolence; _—y 
traffic | in the finews and the bones of ma. 
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| r are told two, that the trade to Africa 18 


nà nurſery of ſeamen. If it be a nurſery, it is a moſt 
deteſtable one. It is a nurſery of perdition. It is 
_ equally deſtructive to their morals and theit lives. 
A failor who has been a few voyages to Africa, is, in 

morals and in appearance, as different from the reſt 


of his ſpecies as'it is poſſible! to conceive.” He bes 
comes ferocious, barbarous, inhuman, / He is fitted 
by the cruelty and crimes. he ſees conſtantly com. 


mitted i in thoſe vile ſcenes of villainy and profligacy, 
the flave ſhips, for every ſpecies of iniquity; Excep. 
tions there may be, but this is the general fa! 


Their conſtitutions ſuffer as much as their morals: 
The fatigues they endure on the coaſt and the middle 


Wy e the — ewely and ill treatment of 


0 
i - 


"rr. 
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hates ene . their Andi — to the. 
dews of night and the ſcorching heat of a vertical 


ſun in thoſe unwholeſome latitudes, and in ſhips fo 
erawded as to refuſe them proper accommodation, 


produce diſeaſes and mortality altogether without a Ee ; 


parallel in any other trade. It has been demonſtrat- 
ed from the returns of the numbers taken out and 
brought home, that this is the fact. And I will add 
another reaſon; for in matters of ſuch a nature deli- 
cacy muſt give way to truth. The ſlaves are often : 
viſited in theſe ſhips with the bloody flux and a va- | 
riety of moſt nauſcous and infectious diſeaſes: and 
the ſailors. being frequently obliged to be among . 
them in the hold, ſliding along upon the boards con- 
taminated with the filth of their diſeaſed bodies, and 


expoſed to the moſt noxious and ſuffocating vapourz : 


in cleaning their births and emptying their tubs, 
; muſt of - neceſſity be exceſſively injured: in their 
health. It i is impoſſible 1 it can be othet᷑wiſe. And tho” 
perhaps this evil may be in ſome meaſure leſſened 
by the late regulations, by which the number of ſlaves 
is better proportioned to the ſize of the ſhips, it is 
yet an evil, which however mitigated, ought not to 
be endured by any ſtate that ſets a proper value on 
1 9 | „J 
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he: 1 an evil that * can RO reme- 
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ol this trade a Britiſh Amen both in health and 2 
morals, L ſhall mention 2 circumſtance well known to 
thoſe who have lived, much in the Weſt. India i 7 
It is a notorious. fact, that the moſt adesta oo | 

ndoned ſailors in thoſe parts are the crews of Gui- 


_meamen. And he who has ſeen them languiſhing in 


incurable diſeaſes on the beaches of the iſlands, lying 
covered: with ulcers,” half devoured, while yet. alive; 
with worms and: maggots with which. their wounds 

were filled, and waiting the end of a miſerable exiſt- ; 

_ ence\ ſtretched on boards or bags of cotton under the 
Piazzas of taverns and other public places, will baye 
within his own obſervationanunanſwerableproof ofthe 
miſeries of this commerce, and of its moſt unfavour- 


able influence on the life and happineſs of mankind, 


The truth is, that the trade to Africa being ſo.much 
mote dangerous and fatal than others, ſuperior Pay is 
always neceflary, as well as a ſuperior, number. of 
e T Was: if the failors mY, take out ee ge⸗ 
65 | Bo nerally 
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E nerally kur, Bocas du v conflldiabls Gehrer 'have 
curtailed the profits: and to remeidy this inconve. 


nience, the maſters in che trade, many of them 


leaſt, made it a rule by every ſpecies of feverity and 
bad treatment, to harraſs their men till moſt of them 

left the ſhips in the Weſt Indies. For they had no 

| en for the ſame number on the paſſage home as 

| on the middle paſſage. The conſequence was, that 

_ theſe men forfeited their wages; and it has been al- 

ways underſtood, that the captain and the owners 

| knew perfectiy how to ſettle that matter together. 

And this is the true teaſon why fuch multitudes of 

| the crews of f Oumcamen have ONO ig an : 
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ü this agrees, Goskb u it has bach bs | 
connection with! i it, I return to the principal ſubject. 
And 1 think the examination of it will be e fa- 
vourable to the views of this country, and to the ex: 
pedieney and policy of the preſent war, whether it be 
conſidered in a political or a religious view. Is there 
to ve found a nation where might overcomes right; 
- where equity and juſtice ate no more Where 


POE en * and fatten on the ſpoiſs of 
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their 8 Where a multitude of t tyrants lord it 


over the reſf of the people ? Where life and property 
are equally precarious 3 and where neither the one 

- nor the other are for a moment ſecure from the deſo- 
hating ſcourge that tyranny and wild ambition. have | 
; ſuſpended over the unhappy country ? That there is 


_ ſuch a country, and that ſuch are its preſent rulers, 
unfortunately for the world, there can be no doubt. 
at we once could not have conceived . we 


; pow ſee ee _ e T 


Bur wine can be e of tt ths hd IC» 


"nounced all principle and made a formal ſacrifice of 
a religion ? They have even publicly inſulted and 
blaſphemed God. They have denied his being, vi- 


lified his providence, and ridjculed his attributes. 


"They have ſet up a monſtrous idol, which, i in the con» 
_ fuſion of their abſurd and new. coined jargon, they 


ſometimes call reaſon, ſometimes truth, and ſometimes 


liberty ;.but which, in the impartial eye of judgment 
and reſſe Aion, is neither the dne nor the other; but 
. _ the mere offspring of phrenzy, the wild rant of deſ- 
85 peration and _— copſpiring wal WE 5 
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- How many edles have they madly made; and 1520 
| | many as madly repealed! What ſyſtems upon ſyſtems 
of government, applauded. to day, and diſmiſſed; to- 


morrow! Scarcely any where cordially received l in 


5 many of the different departments obviouſly admitted 


with jealouſy and diſguſt ;: and never ſo ſucceſsfully 


enforced as by that grand inſtrument- of republican 


polity, the guillotine. But theſe bleſſed rulers, theſe 
_ boaſted politicians, if they do not help to enlighten 
mankind, will at leaſt ſerve them for a caution. They 
will ſtand recorded in the faithful page of hiſtory, 


Vith their criches and their puniſhment, as a beacon 


| to poſterity. | By their madneſs and it's conſequen- 
ces, mankind will at length learn, that no nation can 
be great or happy without the united energies of re. | 
lgion and good government; of neither of which in 
the public ſyſtem of France, 1 1s there A veltige left. 


They will find that vengeance though flow, is ſure; 
that when every ſpecies of vice and crime has 


arrived at it's full magnitude and enormity; when 
there is a public, expreſs renunciation of all decency, | 
and when every thing moſt venerable among men is 


treated with contempt and derifion, the puniſhment 


_ atleaſt, if e ruin of that country. is at hand; 


either by — eee or by che 


Sword of the foreign enemy, it haſtens to totter to itt 
neee howerer, that i un. 


% 


| nay be — . ——— of the 
t government and its rulers will end in the 
ation of tranquillity, and the introduction of a 
ical Fftem more congenial to the wiſhes of the 
" tte nn for the THe” advatc 
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„l T wi mils an exception in end of the 
more reaſonable part of the French nation, and dif- 
| tinguiſh between 'the crimes and ambition of a deſ- 
erat Patty 3 and the voice of the people. It is ber- 
_ fain that great multitudes of the" nation have no part 


im the infamy. of their rulers. 'of this Lyons, 


Toulon, NM arſcilies, 3 and” Ta Vendee are fufficient 
proofs. The royaliſts, though frequently Ulperſed, 
arc dy n no means extirpated or fubdued, ere is 
yet in France an intrepid band of men of honour and 
principle, who will ſeize every opportunity of fi ing 
galt t their tyrants. Should they be for time fue - 
c. and ſo increaſe as to encourage others to o hops 


for 


* 


# 


inmph over FRI of FO count 
try, there are. myriads who have not yet ventured to 
appear, who will riſe to aſſert their liberties, and te- 
ſeue ca their children . wo 
| e 62k tat, e amr 
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5 Tur 155 ſaccef of theſe . 8 OY 
4 incredible exertions they have made, and the im- 
menſe body of troops they have | collctcd,,hae inn | 
ced many to ſuppoſe, that they are; invincible. - For 
my part, I draw fromitheſe circumſtances a mi: dif» 
| ferent concluſſon. It is to no purpoſe I hear; of their 
manufactures of arms 3 of their immenſe. trams, 
 artillery-and ſores of ammunition ; of new modes * 
extracting ſalt petre from ſubſtances untried, efore 
of countries covered with tents, and a nation preſent» | 
ing the appearance. of an immenſe camp. All this 
has, at the firſt view, a a formidable aſpect. It looky 
Hke unanimity. But 1 am perſuaded there is little uni 
ty of heart and councils j in France. The principle by 
which: they are united, ſo far as they can be. ſaid. to 
be ſo, is not a generous, an ardent, a manly love of 
| liberty and good government, but a dread of the guil⸗ ; 
lotine. They Ae not from courage, but from de- : 
.  ſpair, 1 


7 
f ” 
1 
7%. 


, * 
- 
1 — - * 4 
9 2 1 # 
i £289 + + « 0 2 
; £ „ 
5 — 
— % ; 1 e 
: ; 
1 — * 
"4 . 
: - 
- 


* fulkcient: 1H Hl. it not been * 


$i 5 g th 4 eve > of a battle to put ſpirits into the — 
eceſſion of brandy? And have not the pri 5 


3 in battle been ene benden Ee of 
intoxication? | e by 33 nets; LT . 


if che combined e RW; 7 hon ae es. 

r their deſtruction. The calling forth of the 

pes in a-maſs, and f. 
0 of beari g arms, is a moſt deſperate. and de- 

F daa, meaſure. By this means the ſpirit of the 
rn. 
1 nating a levy; and ſhould they ſuffer a few. 
bn 5 . 5 alarmed by foe conſiderable diſaſters 
| they: will deſert by thouſands. . In Mic a caſe their 


may happen to be in danger. 
| ble they may riſe ;againſt Fan or with. one 
=  avenging ſtroke, conſign the tyrants to, deſtruction. 
1 We know, that there have been already moſt alarm- 


be 


3 - the mean e agriculture e Men a are not 
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cing into the field every one 


. is not im- | 


gidifſentions among the troops of the republic. In 
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| 6 8 ) 
"i aint 1. lands, / ns Y the; 18, 
_ tural conſequence. The apprehenſion of famine will + * 
produce a ſpirit which even the guillotine; vill be "3 


inluſſicient to ſubdue: 2 and i in this caſe, | the 


pie of prophe 
"with tokipable accurdey be re rah 
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 rall it, the enthuſiaſm of liberty, I think nothing.” E 


hope we are at leaſt as zealous in a good cauſe as they * : | 


are in a bad one. Our troops are much better, if not 


— 4 They have in ſome meaſurt deceved . 85 55 


| thely people into a perſuaſion, that they are fighting 
3 dut it is, in fact, for the vileſt ſyſtem of | 
ryranny that has ever oppreſſed mankind. We are 
actually fighting for our liberty and property, our re- | 

- ligion: and our lives. And if there be any thing liks | 
| nooſe and ſubjects of the com- 


_ bined powers, there is a moral certainty of ſucbeſs. 4 | 'Y 


There are two things, and I think but two, Which 
ca poſſibly prevent it. The firſt is the aid the ene · 
ty may receive from that miſchievous ſyſtem of news © 


_ trality, which, for their immediate intereſt, isvblethr- 0 2 5 5 
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„ the fe of che Convention, may 1 


| : - "2 | k 
this time, the republic and the Convention bad been 
1 no more. The other is, the want of unanimity, and 
5 © the arts of the ſeditious and diſaffected, in this coun- 
; — continent. Of the diſpoſition of the 


— __  patriotic/party;/as it n molt unjuſtly. called, in 
; and . of ile emperor's ſubjects, I 
ſhall ſay n ; only, that the latter ſeem at pre- 
ſent more attached to their government, and more 
: 2 to * ene of nn than n. 


1 
- 


ei "RE paſſed in a bey we can 


n -vith» more accuracy and confidence. That 
been a party, and that it ſtill exiſts, in 
which ere are many individuals, who have ſhewn 
the moſt violent diſpoſition to overturn/the con- 
- Ritution, / and to deſtroy the peace of {his nation, | 
is too notorious; to be diſputed. Some of them have = 
= deen apprehended and conſigned · to a puniſnment, 
9 wen, though much ilefs than their crimes; deſerve, 
may poſſibly prove inſtructive to thoſe ho are ſtung 
by the ſame rage, and, under pretence of reform, Oh 
— — thing in confuſion. Thanks to the 
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in general, and the reſolution and — 

the ſoicketien which have aſſociated for that purpoſe, 
the reforming gentry have not yet been able to pro- 


voke an inſurrection, nor involve us in a civil war. 
Let us continne to be animated by the ſame ſpirit !:! 
Let every man who would deprecate the anarchy and | 
confuſion that has ſo long prevailed on the continent. 
keep a: watchful eye on the enemies of the public | 
tranquillity. Let him diſcourage with ſteadineſs and 
zeal their inſidious attempts : and we ſhall certain- 
iy avoid the ſnares which the Convention and its 
| emiſſaries have laid for us. We ſhall be calm in the I 
| ſurrounding tumult: and we ſhall find that the 
conſtitution of this country, much as it has been vi-—„ 
lifed and inſulted, by domeſtic as well as foreign ene 5 
mies, is at leaſt better calculated than 1 abe for 1 
the ** grins and ee N 


Tuzkx was a ſve WD inks Van beentim. + 
proper to have taken part in the diſpute with France. WY 
But when the ruling party gave repeated indications 

of the moſt ſavage and enormous ambition; when it 
Was clear, as well from the decrees of the Conven- 1 0 ok 
fon, * from the turgid, inflammatory ſpeeches of its 

| = 2 e mente, 


is by victory. Without it yo! 


Culottes from. Holland and Auſtrian Flanders is not 


/\ bien; there is no retreat. / The 
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Lewis the tac had any in. 


Tou muſt either ſubdue the enemy, or 


from the firſt authority, that een ge 


wurd France. Ar ks foliation the mot conciliat- 


10 meaſures Mes moja 'Ebe-Nadonal A 


was informed by government of ſchemes in- gits FF 


| tion againſt them. And it was hoped, for d time, 
that we ſhould have had nothing to do but to remaia 


neuter, and leave them to ſettie their conſtitution in 


their own way. But the madneſs of a party ſoon ren- 
5 22 impoſſible. A. deſperate and ee 
5 armed at the increaſing popularity of the 
8 —— 


their on fafety, obliged kim to r 
and the better to accompliſ their pu 


tecstal change in the conſtitution; reſcinded the ſete— 


ment of 1791, and went at once dae eee, e 


0 blicatiſm. 
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* Ew r. a it be inſiſted that this nation has oY 
too haſtily into the war; that the Convention made 


every proper conceſſion ;/ and that we ought to harr 158 


avoided engaging in the conteſt, the anſwer is ſhort. 
We could not have acted otherwiſe chan we have: 
done; with any attention to our Intetnat tranquillity | 
on dir amn or on the other, hn orc FOI 


mer influence, and apprehenſive, in bew for 
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We could not have avoided it with ether: ſafety or 
honour. There is no reaſonable pretence on which 

| England could have ſtood ſtill, while the United Pro- 
vinces were invaded by the troops of the Republic, 
and an army of marauders, fluſhed with unhoped 
ſucceſs, was threatening the deſtruction of Europe, 5 
and carrying fire and ſword wherever they were able | 
to-penetrate. Had we obſerved ſuch a conduct, and 
Rood filent ſpectators of the general ruin, the charac- 
ter of this country had been degraded in the eſtima- 
_ tion of the whole univerſe. We had been handed 
terity as deſerters of our allies in the mo- 


Oelde vue mean nnen in the views ak + 
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d bb abe the enormities of this deteſt. . 
able crew, which are ſuch as to call upon all the world 
to riſe againſt them, ſuch is the infatuation: of our re. 
formers, that they can conceive nothing ſo impolitic . 
a8 a war with France. On the eve of the war, the 

| language of Republicans and Revolutioniſts on this 
| fide the water was nothing but peace; peace on any 
terms, or by any means. It is ſtill the favourite prin- 
irt * we e parka te f me ob-. 
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xa on the ie 3 baun un olicit 
permiſſion to treat. But it becomes us — 
ſider the character and conduct of the men with. 
Thom we are to treat- We are to remember, that 
at the very time they pretended to entertain no hoſtile 
| eee the peace of this country, they were 
exerting every effort, by their agent Cha elin and a 
: rankitdde: of other emiſſaries, and in ſome inſtances 
vith but too much ſucceſs, to debauch the principles 
of the public, and to detach them from their Sove- 
reign. Making a moſt wicked and jeſuitical diſtine- 
tion between the nation and the government, they 
| ſpoke openly in the Convention, though to be ſure with 
the bet intentions in the world, of publiſhing an ap- 
peal from adminiſtration to the people. And it will 
never be forgot in this country, to the eternal infamy 
of the Convention, that by edicts as abſurd as they 
were blaſphemous, they did all that their impotent 
rage could do to pluck the Almighty from his feat 5 
to ſubſtitute atheiſm in the place of religion; ; to eſta- 
bliſh their ſyſtem by debauching the morals of the 
people; to ſtrip morality of it's guard, virtue of it's 
hopes, and vice of its terrors. In a word, finding | 
nothing republican in revelation, they thought the 
ee 1 8 22 » 
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Ax the proof be demanded, it wb at 


— 
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Rade; And in theſe facts, we may perceive the moſt 
inconteſtible proof of the difference of opinion in this 


buſineſs, (and I ſuſpect it to be ſo in every other) 


between the body of the people and the Convention. 

hey afford the moſt unequivocal evidence, that, N 
whatever the nation may be, the ruling faction is a 

gang of ruffians; a vile horde of unprincipled infidels; 


a-ſct of wretches accompliſhed in villainy, and tho- 
roughly prepared for every impious and execrable 


purpoſe. From all this the plain inference is, that, 


in the preſent ſtate of things, it is jmpoſlible to treat 
with ſuch banditti; chat to attempt it were folly ; in 
the extreme; ſince it is obvious you can have no ſe- 
curity for their obſervance of the faith of treaty; 
no preſumption that they will not deceive you, if 
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they can; nor any confidence in men, who are with · Z 


| out AM without e and without. a dove 
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. Ox: their ſtrange Calendar, and their Anti-Sabbatie 


0 Nils; I am ſilent. But I will ay, that to vindi - 
Kate ſuch rulers and ſuch a ſyſtem to the ſatisfaction 
of the Britiſh public, were an enterprize, to which ex- 


1 has Ry that the talents of their ableſt 
F | advocates . 


- 4 42 3 4 
advocates among us are not equal. - However we 0 
may admire the laborious reſearch of one, or the 
elegant ingenuity of another, we are conſtrained by 
an irrefiſtible impulſe to refuſe our afſent. We are 
amuſed, but not convinced. The Goddefs they pre- 
ſent for adoration is, after all, a mere Fury in diſguiſe. 
Plain matter of fact ſtaring them in the face, and 
putting ingenuity out of countenance, we cannot but 
| obſerve, that however a bad cauſe may, for a time, be 
ſcreened from abhorrence by AQ ſpecious veil, that veil 
muſt ſooner or later be withgrawn, and the monſter 
expoſed to full view and to the public exccrition, | 
War wonfter fs the Oonventiondl item. h b 
a ſyſtem of deſtruction; a tem every where per. 
| Faded by che malignant ſpitit of its authors. They 
| have demonſtrated, as pretenders genetally do, = 
much eaſier i it is to demoliſh than to build up; 3 
deſtroy than to reſtore.” The original « conſtitution | 
France, under prudent and able hands, might have 
been improved i into a reſpectable code; and a rege- 
| neration of government on this principle would have 
ren 2a lefs violent ſhock to the feelings of the peo 
ple. 80 rational and moderate a procedure bad 
5 85 checked 
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chockes alan! in its firſt ſallies; might have prevent- 
ed infinite canfuſion; and would have rendered the 
nation at anee caſy and happy. Their abſurd maſ- 
ters thought differently, Seated in che chair of em- 
pire, they grew. giddy with the exaltation. Vain 
confident of talents. which they did not poſſeſs, and dil- 

daining to- amend the old conſtitution, they entered 
on their firſt eſſay by creating a new one. To this 7 
purpoſe they began with ruin; They ſeemed anxious 

to reduce every thing to its primeyal chaos, that out 
al it they might haye the glory of producing a pro- 
digy of their own. This they have certainly. done; 
and the work is worthy of the workmen. For a li- 


beral and-complete ſyſtem, which they promiſed the 


- gaping multitude, they have produced them a fring - 
of ſentences and confuſion, once more, is awo con- 
Jaunded. They aſked for breads aud they gave them 
a ſtone! Havock was, in their idea, a much pleaſan- 
ter ching than reformation: for i it was more conge - 
nial. They ated from their own feelings. Male- 
5 volence being their firſt motive, and a paltry, per- 
ſonal ambition their ſecond, they kept firm to their 
principles. For deſtruckion only were they calcula- 
e 3 and they haye ſucceeded accordingly. . The 
e country, 


n 
country, under their auſpices, has rapidly advanced 
in miſery and ruin. The calamities of France, ſinco 
the commencement of the revolution, have ex. 
ceeded the whole aggregate of her misfortunes, from 
og _—_ of en to the Fe _—_ £31 0 


I'M or I will „ fubject ch 
remarks on the conduct of the Engliſh adyocates of 
the revolution. There never was. a period in which 
the liberty of the preſs has been ſo ſhamefully abuſed 
as fince' the firſt dawn of this (L ſcruple not to call 


tit) horrible event: for it's conſequences have ren- 


dered it horrible beyond all conception. The liberty | 
of the preſs is never more abuſed, than when it is 
made the occaſion of popular diſcontent, or the ve · 
dicle of calumny againſt the conſtitution whether 
that be done in the manner of Paine, by a, furious at- 
tack upon it's whole ſyſtem, or in that of «more po- 
liſhed, but not leſs dangerous writers, by invidious 
compariſons with America or France. An Engliſh- 
man who gives his opinion, as ſome have decidedly 
done, in favour of the French ſyſtem; and ſtrenuouſly 
 infiſts chat the republican form is the beſt, what does 
he but Lock, us that he is a we in his heart; ; and 
| N 1 that 


that if it depended on him, he would in an inſtant 
overturn the conſtitution of his country, and hurl 
the ſovereign from his throne? We have ſeen too 
much of this ſpirit. It has been ſupported and che- 
riſhed by two or three writers, for whoſe exertions 
their country can never thank them as they deſerve. 
But ſhe will © eye them aſkance.” Fools and mad - 
men are not much to be dreaded. Their ſchemes 
are wild and nugatory, as their malice is impotent. 
The firebrands which, in the imbecility of rage they 
caſt around,; are not ſo difficult to extinguiſſi. But 
when ſuperior talents are proſtituted in the fervice 
of anarchy, the miſchief is infinite. Such men eaſily 
engage attention. We ſee them able; and we hope 
them honeſt. But we ſometimes forget how poſlible 
it is, even for the firſt underſtandings and the moſt 
ingenuous tempers, to be deceived by the glare of 
novel and oſtentatious pretenſions; to become the 
dupes of inferior ſpirits, and fink | into the mere Wann 
| fi * * ans malicious, e ale ave} : | 
Tuoven the equalizing ſyſtem i is by no means the 
ſpirit of the nation, there are not a few who fall in 
with i it, Even the religious ſentiments of ſo me pea- 
red . Fp 
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uu from perſonal knowledge and obſcrvatian) who 
are apparently devoted to the work of religious res 


| formation, are, in fact, much more zealous in mak. 
Ing converts to.republicaniſm, and i in ſcattering thro? 
. the. empire the ſeeds of difaffeRion. Numbers, who 


are the moſt egregious rytants. to their families and 


dependents, are among the ſtauncheſt advocates for 
equality. Formed by nature for deſpots, ſuhordina- 


tices they. find irkſome. They feel for the intereſts 
of the levelling ſyſtem, becauſe they would be equal 
with thaſe above them. But we knaw them too well 
to believe that they would top here. They pretend; 


indecd, that they have-not a ſpark of ambition—But, 


eredat Fudan Apella ! Could, they but arrive at equa- 
ny, they. would ſoon renounce it as a petty and in- 
fignificans object, and ride in triumph over the heads 


ol their former ſuperiors. To bind their Kings in 


chains and their Nobles in feiters of iren, would be | 
once more the ſcripture for the day. The godly 


would preſently ſet their feet on the necks of the heathen. 
Le the good old faints of Oliverian memory, they 


| would advance with gigantic ſtrides from equality to 


| i N yo! from. n 5 perſecution ; and 
from 


( 5 ) 15 
Fo pevſecntion to tytanny. That this was nee a 
caſe, the hiſtory of the laſt century will witneſs : and 
from what we know of the ſpirit of the party, we can 
pronounce without heſitation, that if their- ſchemes 
ſhould ſucceed, it would certainly be the caſe again. 
It belongs to the friends of order to prevent it. And 
for thoſe who delight to fiſh in troubled waters, let 
them take care how they trifle with the patience of a 
loyal and indignant people. No man, who loves tis 
country, ean look with other eyes than of contempt et 
indignation on men, vho for party views and deſpiea - 
ble purpoſes of their own, would run the riſk vf ems. 
broiling every thing by civil commotion, and throws | 
ing the nation in confuſion, © The ſpirit of loyalty has 
taken the alarm. ' And if that ſpirit be once rouſed, 
the time may come when the agitators bf diſſention 
may regret their indiſcretion, and lament the milizies 
. de have re brought e n 


Tus rumovrs of a projeted ts ts can hear 
without the ſmalleſt apprehenſion. Whether they be 
true or falle, is ſo far a matter of indifference, that no 

Engliſhman who has a juſt ſenſe of the ſpirit and re · 


5 Ee of the nation, can buffer himſelf for a ſingle 
moment, | 


moment, to- be alarmed. _ "TOY They: are moſt 

[ likely to be falſe. For France, by becoming repubs 
lican, has loſt nothing of her old habits of gaſconade; 
In this, as in every thing vulgar and abſurd, ſhe has 

increaſed beyond all example. Probably nothing 
more is meant, than to divert our attention from the 
main object, and to divide our force. Had they re. 
ally intended us the favour, they would ſcarcely have 
been ſo ſolicitous to make it public. Intimations of 
ſuch a purpoſe are no proof that they ſeriouſiy mean 
to carry it into execution. The nation was never 
rigidly conſeientious in the ws of their on 


_— | 8 1 \ amt 
* ira theſe views, ee I would not be un. 
gerſtood to ſay that the thing is impoſſible. It is not 
| amiſs to be prepared. They may for once deſert 
their eſtabliſhed character, and be ſcrupulouſly punc- 
tual in fulfilling their engagements. It is not im- 
poſſible (for to republican madneſs, ſo far as the at- 
_ tempt goes, no abſurdity is impoſſible) that they may 
actually intend to invade us. But if they ſhould, 
it will only be the worſe for them. In this caſe 


F there are two trifling difficulties in the way. Of 
| | Om 


. 


tempeſts a_d diſaſters FRE the 2 1 Saks} no 
account. They may probably eſcape them. But 
they will not find it fo eaſy to clude the vigilance 
of the Britiſh fleets; which, if judiciouſly ſtationed, 
it will be ſcarcely poſſible to avoid. In this caſe, I 
think it may be ſaid with confidence, without any 
thing like a boaſt, and without the ſmalleſt riſk of 
diſappvintment, that the buſineſs will be inſtantly de- 
cided. © Unleſs ſome few of them by extraordinary 
failing, or by ſome miracle ſhould efcape to France, 
it may be ſet down for granted, that funk or talen 
will be the compendious ip" of . ei in the 
ON W e 


ü 8 Tur other We is on the apt oh re. 
mote indeed, as to be ſcarcely within the bounds of 
poſſibility) that they may miſs our fleets, and effect 
a landing. We have troops on our coaſts that have 
ſeen ſervice, and may be depended upon in any cir- 
cumſtance of difficulty or danger. We have a well 
diſciplined; an increaſing, and patriotic militia; com- 
manded by officers of the firſt diſtinction and Gonſe- 

uence; and who, having much to loſe by ſuch an 
enemy, would exert themſelves to the utmoſt in de- 
e oY 


militia. _'T 
of able and fpirited youth > A reſpectable yeomanry; | 
a hardy, vigorous peaſantry ; an infinite multitude 
of artiſans and manufacturers, and people of all de- 
ſeriptions, who, for ſuch a ſervice, would readily fly to 
arms, and be embodied in an inftant. Iii ſhort every 
Briton would be a ſoldier. - It would appear, that the 


. 


fence of liberty and life, and in ſupport of the en- 
ſtitution of a cov 
Briton remains, will never fall a prey to Jacobin con- 


ntry, Which, I wuſt, while a ſingle | 


fuſion, and the blind, exterminating rage of repu- 


blican polities. The attention of government to the 
completion of this corps is judicious and well timed. 


It promiſes to that excellent body an invaluable ac- 


ceſſion * Saki ee e c ee 
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ver = whole econflene, in caſe of of extremity, is 
Wen 
ok in the Unter un ae nſe number 


people of England, on a juſt occaſion, can march out 


without an invitation from the ae and are 
even more ready to rie in a maſs than thoſe of 


Frardde. The ſpirit of the nation would be up. And 


if that ſpirit is not materially changed from what it 


£ * £ 1 8 


| 4. vas; if — are ſtill the ne that chap © 

| have been, it is not too much to-fay; that it would 
depend ſolely on the humanity and generoſity of the” 
Britiſh:charaQer, whether a ow F renehman hw” 
return to his baſled eee en ee eee 


n ene! in the e diſpoſition of the pere f is 
confirmed by a variety of conſiderations, It is de- 
rived not merely from the well-known, independent 
ſpirit of the nation; from the pride which every true 
| Engliſhman has in the conſtitutlon of bis country; 
or from the indignation that every man, whoſe prin- 
ciples are not republican, muſt feel at the idea of a 
_ defcent on the territory of Britain. My confidence 
is founded on recent facts. I do not heſitate to a-. 
ſert, that by the prudent vigilance of adminiſtration, 
and the ſpirit and firmneſs of the people, who have 
every where aſſociated againſt Republicans and Le- 
vellers, the nation has already been once ſaved on 
the very brink of ruin. Cabaland intrigue, hurried | 
on by che demon of diſcord, had begun their diabo- 
lical work in public and in private, by every mode of 
machination and miſchief. The ſons of confuſion, 
9 W of the admonitions of their n. and intent 


6 2 5 on 


* 


on the e grains, 5 are ſaid to have 

been wo long accumulating under the baſis of the con- 

 Rirution, were looking anxiouſly farward to the explo- 

15 ſion. But happily the genius of Britain was awake. 
e fri of her ſons was rouzed, and the cataſtrophes 
for once, prevented. The ſame ſpirit is at this mo- 
ment, among all ranks of people, in full force. Their 

conduct on the day laſt appointed for a General Faſt, 

is a full proof of the unity of ſentiment in the majo- 

rity through the northern counties; nor will I ſup- 

| Poſe that the ſouthern are behind them. It was a 


meaſure of piety and patriotiſm which they eagerly 


approved. There was a general ardout to demon- 
93 — ſtrate, that in religion as well as in politics, the peo- 


ple of Britain are inſuperably averſe to the ſyſtem of 


France. The day was obſerved with a. n. ; 
ys. and the churches v were 80 RY 
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"EY 1 indeed of the children of 5 HR to . 


us what they would do if they dared, have ventured 
on this occaſion to let off a few republican ſquibs.. 
It js ſaid that even a lady of ſome diſtinction in letters, 
has deſcended ſo low, in her rage for confuſion, as to 
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(which ſhe charges them vid ſing wickedly and 


wich the fiſt of wickedneſs.? A Ae from 


which it is not caſy to ſay, (if indeed there is a lady 


in the caſe) whether her modeſty in oppoſing the 


public opinion, her female delicacy in her attachment 
to the gentle meaſures of the Convention, or her 


chriſtian charity in ſo favourable a judgment of the 
piety of the nation, be moſt conſpicuous. ' I ſuppoſe 
her indignation was excited by the contraſt.” The 
faſts of the Republicans are faſts not of piety but 
neceſſity. They have juſt now ordered what they call, 

that you may not miſtake it for fanaticiſm, a pilitical - 
faſt.: for neceſſity has no law. But prayer has born, 


leſs in faſhion. Her friends of the mountain have pro 

ſeribed it. And for this ſufficient reaſons'may be af- = 
ſigned. If there be, as they ſay, no God, prayer 

muſt beabſurd. And if there is ſuch a Being, they 

are not to be told that it is impoſſible he can approve 4 

ſo impious a ſyſtem. Some remains, therefore, of 

: modeſty or of doubt muſt have nipt devotion in the 
bud. Acknowledging no God, they conſiſtently re- 
fuſe to pray. But ſhould any of them, in the mo- 

ment of reflection, be diſpoſed to acknowledge him, 
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res 1 ations, . tyranny which they. n 
government, their guillotines for ſixteen beads, and 
hs n 1. muſt be nn 


* the mins of diſaffected individuals has no- 
emen The rage 
ef Jacobiniſm has not infected the general maſs. The 
body of the people is ſtill pure and uncorrupt; a 
loyal to the fovereign, as much attathed to the con- 
| Ritution, and as determined to defend both to the 
u extremity as in any period of the Britiſh empire. 
— like every thing human, be not 
ablolutely perfect, we know none that is not ſtill lefs 
Tow We think it it ſuperior eren to the boaſted conſtitu. 
tion of America; we have taſted more of happineſs 
under it, than has fallen to the lot of any other peo- 
ple under heaven: and in ſupport of if ve are ready 
to meet every danger, and Wee at the . 
wat ric of rr and life, ce 
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al van never think with Wes whi regard: . 

2s hitherto unſucceſsful, and looking with an ill aſpeck 
on the affairs of the allies. Some diſaſters have ger 
tainly occurred: and ſome errors have happened in 


the conduct of it. The defeat at Dunkirk, the ue 


ces of the enemy's eruizers on the coaſts of Norway 
and America, their late depredations on our own 
coaſts, and the arrival of their Indiamen, are events 


| the more to be lamented, as it is the public opinion, 


that, by a little, attention, each of theſe events had 
been effectually precluded; Even the deſtruQion of 


2 the ſhipping and ſtores at Toulon, though ſuffivient 


to be of infinite prejudice to the affairs of the Con- | 


vention, was by no means equal to what it might have 5 a: 
been, nor any thing comparable to-whilt it-certainly 


would haye been, had the naval force been of one 
5 nation, and no ſeamen employed in that ſervige but 
the Britiſh, But it. is natural to expect, that in a vaſt 
variety of operations by land and ſea, and-condu 4 
by troops of different nations, ſome errors will ariſe 
725 and * difafters Gy n, 

1 is certain, ct 4 ahi facerſs of 1 | 
gebe, greatly exoccdedi its misfortunes. The ene- 
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| up nom and then a ſolitary- Wer 


my has been n from Holland 125 . Auſtrian 
Flanders. Several conſiderable places have been ta- 


ken. Their navy is ſo far diminiſhed as to be obliged, ; 


the moſt part, to remain inactive: When they 


. Have intelligence of the return of our ſhips to port, 


or are certain of eſcaping their purſuit, they venture 
- out; Our fleets go to meet them, but in vain. 
When the war commenced, their cruizers were ta- | 
ken, almoſt as ſoon as they appeared. And- to this 
moment, (except only when the channel is ſuppoſed | 
to be clear of our ſhips) they ſeldom appear on the 
Britiſh coaſts, or, indeed, on any other, but to o pick 
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-Quiithe echer bond, cn combined VR Helens F 
ing. Their ſpirits are unbroken. The good wiſhes 
_ of their people are with them. Their troops are as 
nuch — to thoſe'of the enemy, as are the ſea- 
men 
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meg f dhe k Batch to thole ofthe Republica v. 
The late decree of the Convention, by Which i it is 
| en pe e an n eee, 
| ann t eee Wen 3 a Britiſh ſhip. * 
engages an enemy on equal terms, there is almoit 
a certainty that ſhe will take her. It happens at- . 
leaſt nine times in ten; of which chis and everx 
other war furniſhes abundant proof. And it muſt 

happen. The chief aim of a French ſailor is to de- 

5 ſtroy his antagoniſſꝰ's rigging, that if the prove ſupe- = 
. rior, he may have an opportunity of rok e 

8 e n eee ” Rare 5 
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VUrom 9 the Convention are day put 
to cheir ſhifts. Famine ſtares them i in the face; Info 
tern «commotion threatens to diſtract them more> 
than ever. Their reports to the publie are full of ab 15 
ſurdity and falſehood. They are now amuſing them 
— with-the/filly pretence of a propoſal from the com." 
| btned-powers for a two ꝓearsꝰ truee. But it: ĩs to be 
| preſumed,” hat; not a trube, but a profound peace, 
the happy conſequence of a juſt and honourable war, 

. vill be the iſſue of the.patriotic exertions of this na- ; 
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. . wee wee . | 
| proportionate veneration for the Britiſh conſtitution. 
| On ſuch an occaſion, an Engliſhman may be excu- 
WW | fual ardour of indignation ſhould be ex- 
: 5 ed by —— takes in the welfare of hi 


dautry. The apologies offered for French 8 
mei, ſeem to me of little force. The chief of theſe | 

i ies that we have too lively à ſenſe of their enormities; 
n we ought to make allowances for den 
a people juſt emerging from flavery, overleap the 

- devils of moderation, and break their chains on 
dhe n of their oppreſiors: For, Rſquimaux or 

| 'o the newly diſco- 
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# we allow nothing in the preſent eaſe. A people Wo 


fekt patterns of politeneſs, and the moſt enlightened 
abſolutely in a tate\ 


thing in the ſtyle of human beings: - But when wWe 


age and ſex, on the pureſt and maſt immaculate 
5 raters, and involve in one general deſtinsuon all 


would plunder, we conſider them as Furies let looſe 


Tn 1 7J7ͤ0 ¾ V op 
| verodifiands; ſome aca might be made. Bot 


; have always onfidered themſelves as the moſt refined! 
nation in Europe; conducting a reformation as they 
have done; is equally without example, and without 5 
excuſe. From the arbiters of elegance, the moſt per- 


philoſophers upon earth, as their admirers call them, 
we expect better things. We regard them as not 
0 nature. And, for this reaſon, | 


we expect, that whether they be engaged. in a foreign 4 
war, or in a revolution at home, they ſhall a& ſome- 3 


33 


find that in cruelty. they exceed the moſt uncultiva- 
ted of mankind; that with more than Indian rage 
they wreak their indiſcriminating vengeance on even: 


whoſe virtue they dread, or whoſe. property they + 


for the extermination of mankind. - We regard ibenmn - 
26 a plague or a peſtilenee. We take it for granted, 
that it is eſſential to the com mon ſafety, that they 8 
dan be ſubdued. And, if their r ravaging influence Þ 
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to the body of the people, but to thoſe 
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Ir only remains to ala; that no man has more re 
ſpect for the laws of his country than the author of 
theſe refleQions. When therefore a difference i is in · 
timated between the unrepealed law on this ſubjeQ, 


and the claims of equity, it is only from an anxious 


% 


wiſh, that fo excellent a ſyſtem may be rendered tilt 
more complete, by the removal of this glaring i incon- . 
- filtency, The Emmons have already declared their „ 
opinion to be t 101 me. They have decreed the abo - 4 
tion, and fixed it at a certain perigd.- —lt is hoped | 
that the Upper Houſe, when they have heard and ex- 
amined the evidence with the ſame attentiog, 1 3 
-onfirm the judgment of the Commons, and deter- WE 
nine : the extinction of this degrading Annees. 5 
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